Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; Hatom completeness 91%; R factor = 0.066; wR factor = 0.190; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
The Mn III ion in the title complex, [Mn(C 15 H 10 N 3 O) 2 ]-ClO 4 ÁH 2 O, is coordinated meridionally by six N atoms from two tridentate N-(8-quinolyl)pyridine-2-carboxamidate ligands, yielding a distorted octahedral coordination geometry. The two ligands are nearly planar and their mean planes are almost perpendicular, with a dihedral angle of 86.7 (2) . 
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Refinement
The H atoms of the water molecule were not located. H atoms bound to C atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 Å and refined as riding atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of (I) with the unique atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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